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Introduction




Background & Scope

In 2011, the Abu Dhabi Food Control Authority (ADFCA) embarke
on an ambitious program of policy development in recognition of |
expanded mandate of responsiblility for the entire food chain from

farm to fork including the safety of foods imported into the Emirat

This policy document will tackle the general cross cutting
(agriculture and food safety) policies. It will cover Agriculture
production, protection and common policies. It will also cover

specific food safety and suitability policies.



Work Progress to Date

w Policy and Regulatory group initiated policy work in 2011 following
Its regulatory assessment exercise.

w Employed consultants with diverse experience to assist in drafting
the policy document.

w Numerous presentations, briefings, consultations, meetings and
follow up sessions where conducted.

w Worked intensely with Policy and Regulatory team and
NELINSaSydallaAodSa FTNRY ! 5C/! Qa a
policies relevant to Abu Dhabi.

w As part of our policy and communication strategy, this session is an
Important part of the overall development process.




Work Progress to Date

w Phase Ideliverable:

Regulatory gap analysis report

Phase 2leliverables

General agriculture and food safety policies
Specific food safety policies

Policy Implementation Guiding document
Policy Communication Strategy

Regulatory Matrix

Phase 3leliverables:
Specific agriculture policies
Regulatory matrix




Structure of policy document (Phase 3)

ThePolicy documents now dividednto Six Chapters

1- Introduction (i.e. Background, scope, purpose, Approach & Stakehplders

2- Policy Contexti.e. Intent, Drivers, policy environment and padicgtegy)

3- Overarching Agriculture and Food Safety Policy Princigieprinciple$

4- General Policies for Agriculture and Food Safély General policies)

5- Agriculture Policy Framework and Polici€kS policies)

(Agriculture Production (4 policies), Agriculture Protection (5 policies), and Common
Agriculture Policy areas (6 policies))

6- Food Safety Policy Framework and Policigsl Food safety policy areas)




Purpose

The key purpose for developing policies related to agriculture and
food safety includes:
w Providing effective, efficient and risk based regulatory regime
that manages:
¢ Imported and domestic food safety and suitability issues
¢ Animal and plant food production and protection issues
¢ Sustainability in production
w Providing risk management measures that:
¢ Minimize and manage risks to public health
¢ Protects and promotes animal, plant and public health
¢ Provide certainty to food businesses on how requirements
will affect their activities
¢ Require food business operators (and food traders) to take
responsibility for the food safety and suitability
¢ Achieve safety and suitability of food for sale o




Approach to Developing Polieyolicy Process

Identify Policy objectives based
on the WoGoutcomes

Implementation and Evaluation
leading to review & update of

policy

Benchmarking with international best
practice and identify various options
undertaken (i.e. Codex/OIE/IPPC, EU/Ireland,

Policy formulation and Decision;

l.e. identify principles, policy areas and
associated position and rationale for each

Choose the appropriate policy
option (position) for each identified

policy area J 10




Policy Intent

w The policy intent clearly identifies the link with and importance of the
Whole of Government outcomes that ADFCA is the champion entity for

¢ Assuring food safety for consumers
¢ Ecologically sustainable development of the agricultural sector, and
¢ A secure food supply to the Emirate.

w These outcomes also generate a significant contribution to the social
and economic wellbeing of the Emirate.

w ! 002dzy i A& F+ftaz2z GlFr1Sy 2F !5C/! Qa
animals and plants and deliver safe food (in collaboration with other
Emirate and Federal agencies where appropriate).

w The policies are intended to align with existing laws where possible and
G2 FT2N¥Y GKS olara F2NI!'5C/! Qa Td
RSOSt2LIYSY(d IyR NBIdA I GA2y 2F !0
sectors.
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Policy Drivers

TheGeneral Policy driversclude:

wGovernment policy interests and aspirations

wContribution to social health and wellbeing

wGreater demand for health protection

wChanging consumer behaviours and choices

wFood security demand on availability, accessibility and affordability

wMore complex food chains and emerging technologies

wEconomic and environmental sustainability

wNew and existing diseases and contaminants and other potential risks to he
wPopulation growth and changing demographics

wWTQSPS, TBT and other international obligations

wAuUthority evolution as a government role model/leading agency on the regio
level and well recognized on the international level

wEconomic development/desired increase in contribution to overall GDP




Policy Drivers (cont.)

Driversspecific to Food safety and suitability

W
W
w
w

Consumer safety and informed choice

Food business operators (including food traders) responsibilities
Compliance with legislative and other requirements

Increasing volume and diversity of traded foods

Driversspecific to the Agriculture sectar

w

€ € €

e

Greater diversification and commercialisation of agriculture
CINYSNEQ a20Alf fS@St SyKFIyOSYSyl
Significance to the social and cultural dimension in the Emirate

Government commitment to assisting the sector make the maximum
contribution to the supply of quality food, in an ecologically &economically
sustainable way

Need to address increased exposure to animal and plant health risks and
downstream food safety concerns

Natural resources sustainability/water use optimization, land use, s&il
management including the use of chemicals, and waste management




Policy Environment

w Abu Dhabi operates as the local government mandated to
agriculture and food safety

w Interaction with the relevant Federal and local entities as well
as coordination with other Emirates to harmonise the
regulatory regime across the UAE

w Need for an integrated agriculture and food safety policy
(including biosecurity and imports)

w Provides a basis for the establishment of national agriculture
and food safety and suitability requirements, and guidance fo
application to specific sectors in the food chain

14
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Policy Principles

1. 2.

Science and risk Responsible food and
based Government feed business
Intervention operators

4. S.

Coherent and Consistent and
effective import equitable sector
system regulation

3.

Seamless and
coherent regulation

6.
Facilitated trade
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Policy Principles

Policy Principle 1Government involvement in the sectors and regulatory controls will b
sciencebased and riskbased as far as possible.

Policy Principle 2Food and feed business operators will take responsibility for producin
safe and suitable food and feed.

Policy Principle 3he regulatory program, for which ADFCA is responsible and within
which decisions on the type of involvement are made, will be seamless and coherent
across the food chain.

Policy Principle 4A coherent, risk based, whole of chain import system with effective a
sufficient assurances and measures to ensure an appropriate level of consumer prote

Policy Principle 5Regulatory requirements will be applied consistently and equitably
across sectors.

Policy Principle 6Trade and commerce in food as well as food producing animals and
plants and their inputs shall be facilitated.

Policy Principle 7ADFCA shall ensure service provision is coordinated and coherent to
greatest extent possible.

18
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General Agriculture
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Policies




General policy Integrated food chain

Position

ADFCAadopts the integrated farm to fork W ¥ 2@KRI- &pgréach as a means of
ensuring coherence and integration of regulatory and non-regulatory risk
managemenmmeasuresacrosshe entire food chain

Rationale

A food chainapproachensuresthat governmentintervention to addressfood safety
and suitability issuesand biosecuritypathwayscan be appliedeffectivelyat the most
effectivepoint to deliverthe bestoutcomefor the purposeof consumerprotection.

Description

ADFCAs in a unique position to parallel the best agriculture and food agenciesin
termsof its approachto W6 A 2 & $h@hdaMdestserdeasdefinedFAO

SuchW strategicand integrated | LILINFdr de&li@gwith riskspresentedalongthe
food chainis achievedby developinga comprehensiveand coherent set of policies
applicableacrossthe entire W6 A 2 4 Qu@algNfedtidety acrossthe WC I tdl&E 2 NJ Q
continuum 21
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Thefood chaincoversall agriculturalinputs and production of plantsand
animals, all processing, manufacture, transportation and distribution
through to retail, cateringin all its forms and sale Thefood chainalso
coversall food imports and exports

B

Animal &

Production \‘/i_:'u
Plant ~

Production Storage

Transportand ~ Wholesale

Distribution

Processing

22



General policy Risk Management Framework

Position

I 5 C/ Iht€giatedRiskManagement-rameworkpasedon riskanalysisjs an essentiakool
to providea consistentapproachfor makingdecisionson any governmentintervention and
actionin responseto animal,plantand humanhealthrelatedissues

ADFCAecognisest must havea sciencestrategyto prioritise its work within the relevant
area,while ensuringfunctionalseperationof anyriskassessmenactivities

Rationale

The Abu Dhabi Integrated Risk Management Framework is fundamental to effective
complianceand providesthe approachthat ADFCAwill take in establishingplant, animal
and humanhealth measuresThisapproach is a meansof improvingefficiencyand optimal
useof resources

Description

Development and application of an integrated risk management framework to relevant

aspects of policy, legislation and issue management across the food chain in Abu Dha

O2NB LI NI 2F !'5C/ ! Q& FLIWINRIFOK (2 YIylF3aA
ADFCAakesthe final risk management decisiorad isinvolved in all the steps of the risk

management framework including assisting in provisiotrashingand education 23




Risk Management Framework

The four key steps for applying tAd® Integrated Risk Management Framewaake:
Preliminary risk managementactivities, ldentification & selection of risk management
options,Implementationof control measuresand Monitoring and review

Scientific
evaluation

Freliminary risk N
management Identification

activities and selection of
risk management
opltions

Risk
communication

Implementation
of control
MEeasures -

Verification

Ferformance targets

Implementation 4
by Stakeholders




General policy Abu Dhabi Regulatory Model

Position
A Regulatory Model has been designed to describe the core roles of the key players:
- ADFCA (Regulator Inspection , verification, and enforcement)

- Industry, including primary production % food service (producing safe and suitable
food)

- Consumers

It also sets out the relationship to international commitments and agreements and to t
UAE Federal requirements.

Rationale

A regulatory model provides clarity around the functions that each of the key players
(regulator, inspector /verifier, business operator and consumer) in the agriculture and
food sectors plays and the inteelationship between those players and functions.

Description

ADFCA will provide a cost effective and efficient regulatory program where business
operators across the food chain take primary responsibility for meeting regulatory
requirements. ADFCA will implement a regulatory approach that is simple, practical, risk
based, integrated and harmonised across the food chain and across individual groups
within it.



Abu Dhabi Regulatory Model

ndusty

Primary Producers

Food
Manufacturers

Seller
Food Storage & of

Transport Food

Food Retailers &
Caterers

Importers

Trade in safe and
suitable food




General policy Good Operating Practice

Position

ADFCArecognizesthe importance of WD 2 ®peratingt NJ O indluditgHACCP
principles,in order to encompasest practice along the food chain whether that is
agricultural, veterinary, manufacturingor hygiene Good Operating Practiceis also
intendedto encompasspplicationof HACCHrincipleswhere necessary

Rationale

Whathasbeenconsidered¥ LINGS NXbljildirigé i 8 & 4 ALINR Y Gadwii $ & O
a U SHalzebeenpackagednto a conceptcalledW D 2 @pRratingt NJ Oid drdeiS3d
present¥ 3 2LANR O doAbOsthés®peratorswithout the complexity

Description

HACCRvas developedin responseto a need for a more sciencebasedapproachto
control hazardsin food primarily in large scalefood processingand manufacturing
sectors

Small businessesare generally comfortable with an approachthat has them being
responsiblegor producingbut often they want to be providedwith more guidancefrom
the regulatorand a practicaland simplewaythat 'meets'requirements

GoodOperatingPracticebuildsin HACCP .




General policy Good Operating Practice

The application of HACCMeeds an underpinning of 'good practices'that take into
accountaspectof GAP(goodagriculturalpractice),goodveterinarypractice, GMP(good
manufacturing practice) and GHP(good hygienicpractice) Good Operating Practice

combines these, and HACCPjnto a practical and operable risk-based food safety
managemensystem

e [
GAP GHP Good Operating
= HACCF Practice
L N

28




General policy Capability and Credibility

Position

ADFCAtrivesto achieveCredibilitythat enhancedhe confidencein the totality of the
Abu Dhabiregulatory programcoveringthe food chain ADFCAs aimingto engender
credibility by demonstratingit is a world class regulatory agencyand YO 2 Y LJS i
I dzi K Znd@has@rofessionalismand integrity as cornerstonesof its organisational
culture.

Rationale

Capabilitywithin or availableto ADFCAs an essentialpart of a world classregulatory
agencyandcriticalto ! 5 C/ dre@ililityasa reputableand well branded¥ O 2 Y LJS U
| dzi K2 NA U e Q

Description

ADFCAecognisest must create,then operate within, a coherentagricultureand food
policy framework that ensures responsivenessof the program to international
regulatory(multi-lateraland bi-lateral) andtrade developments

Regulatory performance relies on maintaining and enhancing credible technical

capabilityandrisk managemengexpertise
29




General policyc Transparency through
consultation and communication

Position

ADFCAecognizesTransparencysa keyfeatureof the 3 2 @ S NJ/ PEdhigtan &
framework which will be achievedthrough deployingan efficient consultation
andcommunicationapproach

Rationale

Transparencyis a key attribute of a national regulatory framework for
governmentand hasbeenidentified asimportant to allow stakeholdersacros¢
the food chainto contribute and provide a meansfor the regulatorto explain
the basis of decisionsand encouragecooperation from parties affected by
decisions Transparencycan be achievedthrough general consultation and
communication

decisions

Consult
implement

Communicat
e information

Description & guidance
Variousconsultationand communicationtools that contributesto transparency

are set out. Publicparticipationinvolveda phased continuumwhich starts with

basic Information exchangejnto Consultationand Engagementialogue,and

further extendsto Shareddecisionmaking,and Sharedurisdiction el



Stakeholders Groupings

ADFCA’S STAKEHOLDERS’ GROUPS
|

PARTNERS

NATIONAL €&t
INTERNATIONAL

Federal
Government

Abu Dhabi
Government

Other Emirate
Entities

Semi-
Government

Shared
Committees

Agriculture
Supplies

Medical &
Lab Supplies

IT Services

Consulting
Services

Financial
Services

Other Public
Services

ORGANIZATIONS

International - Agriculture —> —
— s |— Television M . Primary Production  Food Industr ~ Consumers
Organizations Input Production Y Y
Ll Plant Input L Plant ‘ U Manufacturing&. | Public Groups
Production S Production Farms - Product Preparatlon// Ve
Ve 4 p ~
Academic & Research Newsbapers
| Institutions pap
L Transpor‘tatlon& L special Groups
Warehousing e /
v <
Non-Governmental L Radio Stations [| Animal Input || Animal L

L £ i Display & Retail
Organizations Production / Production Farms e

T

Catering & Services

/
Foreign Government -

Entities |— News Agencies

| | Integrated / Mixed H Others

Farms e s
e 4

|| Accreditation Social Medi
Institutions [— =~oclal Media = Import / Export / Re-Export




Stakeholders Involvement

INTEREST

Consumers

INFLUENTIAL

AUH Executive Council General Public

INVOLVED AUH AD

AUH Custom Chamber of

. Commerce
Trading ADFCA SP/Agr/Animal Vet

ADFCA Food Safety
Federal MOWE
AUH Dept. caste

partners

Economic _ Federal ESMA
lanning Emlrates/Mum(:lpaIlt.les
BaE AUH Environment Authority EAD
0 AUH Health Authority HAAD
AUH Municipalities
AUH AD Tourism Authority
AUH FSC
Urban Industry
Planning
council

AUH
Farmers
Service

center FSC

Federal Ministry of
Economy and
GCC Council MoE/Consumer Complaints
division

International Organizations

32




General policy Consistency with WTO SPS

and TBT Agreements ORLD TRADE 2
g {j“:wr:-:;am?:ljwmm ”"-'-23
Position —

ADFCAealizesthat Abu Dhabi,asa memberof the UAE acceptsits obligationsunderthe
WTO Agreementsand the associatedreference bodies Codex,OlEand IPPC ADFCA
contributesto the Federalrole in thisarea At a nationallevel,the regulatoryprogramwill
be greatly enhancedby the relationshipsthat the UAE,the Abu Dhabi Governmentand
ADFCADbuild.  Entering governmentto-government arrangements are particularly
important for an efficient and streamlinedimports program

Rationale

The UAEis a signatoryto the WTOand the SPSand TBTAgreements The UAEis alsoa
member of Codex,OlEand IPPC Thesemembershipscarry with them obligationsand
benefitsin terms of trade andfairnessof treatmentin the globaltrading environment

Description

Theobligationsand commitmentsand responseof Abu Dhabiin relation to WTOSP&nd
TBTare set out. Thisprimarily in areasof setting of ALOPs commitmentto science&risk
based approach, transparency in bilateral trade and regulator/stakeholder relation,
regionalizationof exotic diseasesontrol efforts , and equivalencebetweenimporting and
exporting counterparts




General policy Harmonisation across UAE

Position

At a nationallevel,the overallcountrylevelregulatoryprogramwill be greatlyenhancedoy
the relationshipsthat the Abu Dhabi Governmentand ADFCADbuild acrossthe UAE
Enteringemirate-to-emirate arrangementgwhere applicable)are particularlyimportant for
an efficientand streamlinedprograms

Rationale

The UAE commits member emirate states to meeting WTO SPS/TBDbligations The
Emirate states of the UAE therefore need to ensure their agrifood approachesare
harmonisedn orderto deliveron obligations

Description

ADFCAwill endeavourto influencepositivelythe setting of strategiesand regulatorymodel
requirements at the federal level There will undoubtedly be pressureto harmonise
requirements to a greater level acrossthe country and ADFCAstrives to contribute
substantiallyand constructivelyin this process

Giventhe high level of imports by the UAEand open movement once within the UAE,
consistentapplication of a well thought out and risk basedapproachto imports policy,
particularlyin relationto specificproduct/sourcecountry combinationsjsimportant34




General policy Performance Management

Position

ADFCAacknowledgesthat Performance across the food chain is a measure of its
accomplishmentgainstthe desiredobjectives Assuch,! 5 C/ peidofinancemeasures
iIncludethoseidentified at the organizationalevelaswell asmore specificmeasuresseton
the sectorlevel

Rationale

Thegoalin establishinga performancemanagementsystemis to developsystemsgriteria
andevaluationtoolsto measureoverallperformance

Description
Theunderlyingprinciplesof a performancemanagemensystemincludethe following:

¢ Performanceinformation may be quantitative (measurable)or qualitative (subjectto
rankingsand judgment)and mustbe collectedand usedin a systematiananner

¢ Performancemeasuresanbe both outcome-basedand output-based
¢ Performancemeasuremensystemsshouldbe SMART

¢ Performance should be measuredin the context of agreed time lines, including
achievemenbf interim goalsasthe systemmatures. 35




General policy Traceability

Position

ADFCArecognisesthat product traceability is an important part of delivering on
transparencyand information needsthroughout the food chainand can be vital during
incidents(suchaswhererecallsare necessaryr anexoticdiseaseoutbreak)

ADFCAendorsesthe Codex(i.e. one step forward and one step backward)and OIE
principlesof traceability. Furthermore, ADFCAshall continue the ongoingwork on the
establishmentof animalidentification and registrationsystemthat this is the foundation
of a more completeand holistictraceabilitysystem

Rationale

Producttraceabilityand associatedabellingcan be key tools for answeringdemandsfor
transparencyfor dealingwith incidentsand for satisfyinginformation needsabout food
at the time of purchase

Description

The purpose of traceability and trace-back essentially falls within three areas Risk
assessmenfRecalbroceduresand Market eligibility.

36




General policy Trade in Food (Imports and
Exports)

Position

ADFCAecognizeghat the emirate, as a net importer of food, needsto have
effective measuresand appropriateassurances placeto protect the health of
its plants,animalandpeoplefrom risksassociatedvith imports.

Rationale

Controlof imports ensuresthat food enteringthe Abu Dhabifood supplyis safe
and suitable  Controls need to be riskbased and cost effective to
optimizeresources$o the processand minimizecoststhat might be passedon to
consumers

Description

Thereare varioustoolsto assessmport statuswhichincludesTheoperational
andtechnicalrequirementsin place Theperformanceof the programagainst
the requirements& benefitingfrom other countryexperiencesyhile
Introducingappropriateassurancesi.e. health certificatesand documentation)

37




Import and Export

Sample checks
at port of entry

External

ADFCA External Review

Assesses performance against
negotiated standards

Exporting country

Exporting Country Regulator Competent Authority

Sample audit at

next two levels to Sets standards
judge integrity of Importing Country Requirements Assesses regulatory program
Competent Systems audit performance
Authority Provides official assurances to
‘ importing country through certification
Verification
Verification
ADFCA resour_ces applied Audit EAr?SsSSE;S gr(;cesio(r) pn(:r;olrmianacen c
to external review and port exports
of entry checks based on ‘
experience, knowledge and 4 INDUSTRY
confidence in the -
vore wresance weets Requirements Regulated
focussed on those areas of Applying management systems Industries
highest risk/lowest Meet standards
performance
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Agriculture Policies




Agriculture Policies

Agriculture Production
1. Agricultural Land Use
2. Agricultural Water Use
3. Production Choices
4. Economic Sustainability

Agriculture Protection
OnFarm Prevention Measures
Pest and Disease Control
Regulated Areas for Pest and Disease Management
Emergency Preparedness and Response
Preservation of valuable agricultural species
Common Agricultural Policies

10. Research and Development

11. Social Support

12. Agricultural Compounds

13. Animal Welfare

14. Competencies and On Farm Capabilities

15. Compliance, Offences, Penalties and Enforcement

© © N o U
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Agriculture Policies

Agriculture 1. 3. - 4.
Production Agricultural Production w Economic
Policies Land Use Choices Sustainability

D

7. 9
S. Regulated -
Preservation
QU7 = =2 Areas for
= - of Valuable
revention Pest and /
Measures Disease Agricultural
Species
Management
14. 15.
Camian o 10.r ) 11. 13. Compdefnmes Coor]rc}pllance,
Agricultural eser?dc Social Animal Can b'?r'm o linCGS,d
Policies 2l Support Welfare apabilities enalties an
Development Enforcement
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Agriculture Production Policies




Introduction to Agriculture Production

Success in the

I [LoElEL agriculture sector is

Production relates to environmental verv dependent on
the activity of growing, concerns are covered| ch%i c eg the farm
rearing and producing| |in the first two policies,
: : owner/operator makes
raw material for entry Agricultural Land Use concerning what to
to the food chain. Policy and Agricultural J

produce for the food

Water Use Policy. e

The policy on Economic
Sustainability identifies
the necessary factors
and inter- linkages for
agriculture to be
successful and
sustainable.

Factors influencing
product choice are
covered in the policy
Production Choices.
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P1: Agricultural Land Use

Position

w Sustainable agriculture requires land and soll to support th
agriculture activity

w ADFCA will use a consistent decismaking framework to
identify the optimal use of land for agriculture

w ADFCA will pursue int@rgency coordination on such matter

1€

S.

Rationale

Agriculture uses and exploits Abu Dhabi land. A consistent

decisionmaking framework for reaching future decisions on land

use concerning agriculture will ensure optimal agricultural use.

\U




P1: Agricultural Land Use (cont.)

¢KS D2OSNYYSyYyil R
Description - YR RAAUNAROdzi A 2y
Vision 2030). The Policy Covers:

SaANBa aSOoz2y?2
0 KNR dzZA K 2 dzii|

1. Economic,
Environmental and 2. Data for analysis
Social objectives

3. Issues around scal¢
of operation

4. Land use Impact
Assessment addressds
these factors in four
steps aligned with the
Risk Mgt Framework i

the General Policies

6. Liaison with other
departments and
agencies

5. Waste Managemen




P1: Agricultural Land Use (cont.)

Steps for the Agricultural Land Use Impact Assessment

STEP 1 STEP 2 STEP 3 STEP 4
Gather ldentify & Implement Monitor
Data Assess Selected and
and Set Options & Option and Review
Objectives Select Best Indicators

46




P2: Agricultural Water Use

w Agriculture is one of the largest users of fresh water in Abu
Dhabi. That use must be efficient and sustainable

w ADFCA supports the use of a consistent impact assessment
Position framework for reaching decisions on the use of water by
agriculture that maximise efficiency and support
sustainability

w ADFCA will pursue intagency coordination on such matters.

Agriculture to date has impacted on the source and quality of
Rationale | fresh water used. A policy to guide future decisioaking will
ensure agricultural use of water is sustainable and efficient




P2:. Agricultural Water Use (cont.)

Description

Fresh water is a valuable and costly commodity in Abu Dhabi.

The policy covers:

Water sources are
changing as ground
water stocks are
depleted

Barriers to efficient
agricultural water use

Water targets for use

Water Use Impact
Assessment addresse
economic, social and|
environmental factors
In reaching decision
on agriculture activitie:

S

using water

Data for water impact
assessments

Liaison with other
departments and
agencies




P2: Agricultural Water Use (cont.)

Steps for the Agricultural Water Use Impact Assessment

STEP 1 STEP 2 STEP 3 STEP 4
Gather ldentify & Implement Monitor
Data Assess Selected and
and Set Options & Option and Review
Objectives Select Best Indicators

49




P3: Production Choices

w ADFCA will ensure decisions on government intervention will
be subject to rigorous analysis to deliver a neutral or positive

o Impact on the natural and economic environment
Position

w ADFCA has a key role in providing relevant agricultural data to
ensure the best decisions on production choices are made by
both government and businesses.

Decisions by the agriculture sectpgovernment and private
require many factors to be considered in order for agriculture to
be sustainable economically and environmentally. This policy
identifies the factors that need to be considered.

Rationale




P3: Production Choices (cont.)

The factors of
production
choice are:



P3: Production Choices (cont.)

Making the production choice
With each scenario or proposal, the factors in production choice
decisions need to be addressed:

A Economic viabilitythe extent of income generated over
Description  expenditure applied, including the cost of capital.

A Barriers to decision makineeliable, baseline data in these
areas would assist both government and private interests
make investment decisions

52




P4. Economic Sustainability

w Improved capability and supporting infrastructure are

necessary for an economically sustainable agriculture sector

w Such a sector produces and successfully markets appropr

late

g

Position volumes of safe and higluality food
w ADFCA will continue its investment in building capability and
supporting infrastructure in the sector by providing or
redirecting assistance.
There are opportunities to increase productive capacity along
the food chain through public and private investment. Realisir
Rationale | those opportunities can only occur if they are investigated ang

I NB SO2y2YAOlIftte adaildl Ayl of
role in the process.

]
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P4:. Economic Sustainabillity (cont.)

ADFCA, through the Farmers Services Centre and other
assistance measures, is supporting farmers to expand

productivity and market their produce. The principles for this
are.

Description w The agriculture sector produces what the market needs

w A profit motive is maintained to incentivise better
productivity

w Any Government support must reinforce the first two
principles

Applying these principles will deliver a more commercial agriculture
sector, as desired by Government.

o4




Agriculture Protection Policies




Introduction to protection

Components of an effective plant protection and animal health system are:

w Science and risk based approach to identifying and responding to risks o
greatest impact to the agriculture sector and response options

w Identification of risk pathways and effective peand postborder measures
to prevent relevant pests and diseases entering

e

Global and regional coordination to identify and manage emerging risks t
human, animal and plant life and health

Surveillance programs and diagnostic services

Partnerships with agriculture producers

Comprehensive protection approaches to minimise introduction
Education and awareness programs

Enforcement of agriculture protection requirements

€ € &€ € & €

Capability to deliver protection >




P5: Onfarm Prevention Measures

w Onfarm prevention measures minimise the introduction of
animals and plants carrying pests and diseases

w ADFCA will develop guidelines and assurance programs for
Position preventative measures to protect farms from the arrival of
new pests and diseases

w These will complement the responsibilities of Federal
agencies concerning cross border movements

Application of best practice animal and plant health preventative
measures minimise the introduction of new pests and diseases.
This policy identifies how best practices might be delivered ta
and by farm operators.

Rationale




P5: Onfarm Prevention Measures (cont.)

Description

Best practice prevention measures will involve:

w Sourcing animals and plants from pest and disease free
sources, or

w For plants and animals being introduced to the farm to be
treated/vaccinated against pests and diseases that prese
risks prior to entry to the farm

w Farm management practices that minimise pest and dise:
occurrence

Educating and training farm workers on applying preventative
measures and early recognition of pest and disease problerr
Important

Nt
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o8




P6: Pest and disease control

w ADFCA will identify the pests and diseases of greatest impact
to the agriculture sector

w ADFCA will develop the best practice pest and disease control
measures

Position

w ADFCA will ensure farmers are informed of best practices for
the control of specific pests and diseases

The occurrence of pests and diseases are known to severely
affect human, plant and animal life and health. Pest and disease
Rationale | controls need to be applied as necessary to maintain the health
of animals and plants and mitigate risks top humans. Control
measures need developing and be communicated to farmers.




P6. Pest and disease control (cont.)

w Key methods/techniques for managing:

¢ animal pests and diseases include treatment with agriculture compounds,
modification of farm management practice, feed supplementation to
prevent deficiency diseases and prevention measures that include

vaccination and culling

. ¢ plant pests and diseases include habitat manipulation, modification of
Description _ _ -
cultural practices, use of resistant varieties, biological control perhaps

utilising introduced biological control agents.

w Techniques for pest and disease control in plants or animals
should be integrated and take account of economic and
environmental impacts.

V)

w Codes of practice are needed for facilitating uptake by farmers.




P7. Regulated Areas for Pest and Disease
Management

w!5C/! gAfft> a ySOSaal NBX
government or the GCC in the establishment of areas
Position regulated to manage pests and diseases

w Such regulated areas may be zones/regions, compartmen
pest free areas or areas of low pest prevalence.

The impact of specific pests and diseases on farms can be
significant in lost production as well as risks to human health.
Establishment of regulated areas is an effective tool for
management.

Rationale




P7. Regulated Areas for Pest and Disease
Management (cont.)

w For the purposes of managing particular pests and diseases,
ADFCA will develop procedures for the establishment of
regulated areas, and the capability to establish such areas whe
necessary.

w Such regulated areas are referred to as zones/regions or
compartments in regard to animal health status

Descriptionw Pest free areas or areas of low pest prevalence are recognised
terms in regard to plant health.

w Establishment of a pest free area or disease free zone/region
requires:

¢ Systems to establish freedom from pests and diseases

¢ Phytosanitaryor sanitary measures to maintain freedom, and

¢ Checks to verify freedom has been maintained.




P8: Emergency preparedness and response

Position

w ADFCA will develop response protocols that are able to be
applied in a range of scenarios (from small to large scale,
general to specific

w ADFCA will develop a Crisis Management Plan in collabor
with Emirate and Federal agencies

w ADFCA will ensure it has the technical and human resourc
capability and capacity to respond to any rising emergency

Rationale

A range of potential agriculture emergencies exist, varying in
their likely occurrence, likely threat to human health and impa
on the integrity of the food chain. Systems must be in place t

W
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ation
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deal with the likelihood of agriculture related emergencies of any

nature.




P8: Emergency preparedness and response
(cont.)

w Key components of emergency response are:

¢ Effective surveillance for early detection of exotic pests and diseases

includingzoonoses

¢ Preparedness for necessary emergency response including contingency

- plans
Description
¢ Rapid investigation and diagnostics
¢ Early notification to the Federal and relevant International organisations
¢ Application of quarantine measures to limit the pest or disease spread

¢ Ability to apply eradication and control measures, including treatments or

the destruction of animals or plants.
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P8: Emergency preparedness and response

(cont.)

Description

w ADFCA recognises Federal and regional collaborative roles
should satisfy:

C
C

Harmonization of agricultural protection policies and strategies
Development of joint pest and disease documented control programs

Development of compatible systems for pest and disease reporting &

information sharing,

(D

Exchange of information on pest and disease occurrence and incidencs

along with aligned effort when preparing and drafting contingency plans.

A4
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P9: Preservation of valuable agricultural

Specles

w ADFCA will ensure that the Emirate makes best use of and
OFLIAGFtfAASE 2y ! 0dz 5KFIoAQa O
agricultural purposes.

w ADFCA recognises the prime role of the Environment Agency
1 6dz 5KF0A 09! 50 Ay (UKS O2y
biological diversity, and will coordinate with Federal/local

agencies as necessary to protect local species or varieties of
value to agriculture.

Position

Q)¢
(0p)

To maximise the efficiency of farm production, relevant local
species or varieties (e.g. date palm, local camel, sheep and goat
breeds) should be protected and utilised for the efficient
production of food or feed in Abu Dhabi.

Rationale




P9: Preservation of valuable agricultural
species (cont.)

In recognising the prime role of EAD in the conservation of the
OYANI 1SQa o0A2f23IA0Ff RADGSNRBANGE
w9yadz2NAy3d 0KS 06Said dzasS 2F ! a
Descripton Ay GKS 9YANIGSQa | INRKOdzf { dzN

w Following the steps of the Integrated Risk Management
Framework to identify, protect and preserve local species or

varieties of value to agriculture

Steps for the Integrated Risk Management Framework

STEP 1 STEP 2 STEP 3 STEP 4
Gather Develop Implement Monitor
Data Plans Selected and
and and Plan(s) Review
Establish Select

Criteria
67
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P10: Research and Development

w ADFCA invests in R&D in the agriculture sector:
¢ Commissioning R&D in areas relevant to agriculture
¢ Providing guidance to the wider Agricultural R&D sector.
w ADFCA will ensure that R&D is directly aligned to addressing:
¢ key issues facing the sector or
Position ¢ key data needed for decision making in the sector.

w ADFCA will identify, record and prioritise issues and data needs
over time.

w ADFCA will leverage existing R&D worldwide where
appropriate and tailor this to the local environment as
necessary to avoid duplicating effort.
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P10: Research and Development (cont.)

Rationale

R&D, when aligned to solving the key issues facing the
agriculture sector or meeting its data needs, can enable
economic and environmental sustainable development.

Description

To deliver the best value for money, research commissioned

ADFCA needs to address issues and data needs identified b
Emirate, should not duplicate research undertaken or in train
elsewhere in the region or the world, should be prioritised.

An agricultural R&D strategy for ADFCA could deliver on all tl
above principles and provide a pilot for a broader R&D strate(
for the Department

Dy
y the

ne
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Steps In the Development of an R&D Strategy
for Agriculture

Step l:ldentifying and obtaining the evidence
and analysis needed

Step 2:Prioritisation

Step 3:Partnership

Step 4:Interpretation, knowledge
transfer and translation

Step 5:Knowledge, skills and
capability

Step 6:Appraisal and evaluation

RESEARCH & DEVELOPMENRATEGY FOR AGRICULJTURE




P11: Social Support

A ADFCA will continue to provide social support to encoura&;e
sustainable agricultural practices and production.

A ADFCA will allocate social support to encourage the six
distinct outcomes.
I Compliance with best practice

» I Farm owners continue to farm sustainably

Position
I Preservation of natural resources

I Farmers supplying local demand

I Maintaining and enhance cultural traditions

I Contribute to food security

A ADFCA wittontinue to providesocial support to producers so
long as policies are adhered to.
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P11: Social Support (cont.)

Abu Dhabi is a harsh farm production environment.

Encouragement is necessary to maintain the heritage of farm
Rationale  production whilst ensuring there is a sustainable contribution tg
0KS 9 YANI US assistifgavEhRhe actiabvkdierst of food
security.

Using social support to ‘
facilitate sustainability, build
knowledge on the true cost ‘ '
... of production and
Description

encourage compliance with

best practice will be '
beneficial to the agriculture ‘
sector in the long term.

Y
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P12: Agriculture Compounds

Note, this policy is currently being revised

A Businesses and farmers involved in the food chain have the
primary responsibility for ensuring agriculture compounds |do
not present unacceptable risks to human, plant or animal
health and to trade and the environment.

Position |A ADFCA will collaborate with the Federal ministry on the
control of agriculture compounds to address risks and
expand agricultural capacity.

A ADFCA will ensure implementation of controls, dispensing
and application of agriculture compounds

Controls on the availability and application of agricultural
compounds ensure that the target product, whether animal or
Rationale | plant, is efficacious, safe to use and safe for the animal as well as
the consumer at the time of consumption, that trade is not
jeopardised and the environment is protected.




P12: Agriculture Compounds (cont.)

Modern agriculture food producing systems should be designe
and managed to ensure that the exposure of food producing plant

Description and animals to agricultural compounds does not pose
Inappropriate risks to human health, trade in food, animal welfare

or the environment. This Policy covers:




P12: Agriculture Compounds (cont.)

An Agriculture Compound is defined as/aubstance, mixture of

substances or biological compound used or intended for use in
direct management of plants and animals, or applied to the lanc
place or water on or in which plants and animals are managed.
Agriculture compounds include pesticides (includingpmesticides,
chemical pesticides and insect growth regulators), veterinary ar

other animal drugs (including vaccines), biological control agen
fertilisers, feeds and pheromones

Definition
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